`We spoke to kids, parents, staff and former clients. They taught us a huge amount' Terry Montgomery, architect
One of the subtexts of the architecture is a clear desire to blur the distinctions between inside and out. For example, the zinc tiles that make the exterior so distinctive are also used on some interior walls. Despite the expense, wood has also been used indoors to add warmth to spaces that could otherwise have been deadly. Because the building sits beside a ravine that still has trees and greenery, there's a strong sense that it's also connected to nature. Research has shown that patients who have visual and/or physical access to nature recover faster. On this basis, Bloorview, which handles 7,000 outpatients and 300 inpatients annually, will work wonders. Windows and glass walls are located strategically to create vistas that enhance the feeling that Bloorview is part of something much larger.
Indeed, the place is so attractive it will allow for what Ferguson calls "reverse integration." That means, for instance, that local kids from Leaside are welcome to swim in Bloorview's pool and play in its well-appointed gym. Though staff and patients started moving in on Monday, the building won't be fully occupied until August. But even now, it's obvious this facility has set a new standard but simply because it was designed with users in mind. As a result, these users, whether they're children or adults, staff or volunteers, don't have to leave the world behind when they arrive at Bloorview. "The old place was depressing," admits longtime volunteer Marny Loach. "This is so bright and airy. It's wonderful. We love it." For Montgomery, who has been involved with Bloorview for a decade, the experience has been a memorable one. "I don't know what I'll do when it's over," he says sounding both happy and sad. "I think we managed to flip the paradigm."
